INTRODUCTION
and Terada (1979) described the six zoeal stages of Charybdis feriata (as C. cruciata (Herbst)) from the Philippines and Japan respectively. The megalopa was not described in either paper. Larvae reared by Motoh & Villaluz (1976) suffered heavy mortality during the fifth and sixth larval stages and the zoeae apparently had extreme difficulty in moulting to megalopa. The description of the megalopa presented here completes the basic description of the complete larval series. Measurements of zoeal body parts not presented by Motoh & Villaluz (1976) or Terada (1979) with differences in setal counts of zoeal appendages are also included.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Ovigerous females were trawled from subtidal regions of Moreton Bay, Queensland (27 °20' S 153 ° 15' E) using standard otter trawls. Methods of transportation, hatching, larval rearing and description were the same as those used by the authors previously, e.g., Greenwood & Fielder (1979 dorsal surface with two pairs of small setae and three small plumose setae extending from the posterior margin in the midline. All thoracic appendages fully differentiated. Large cornua extend posterolaterally from the sternum near to the base of the fourth legs. Distally these cornua curve inwards towards the midline and extend to the midpoint of the third abdominal segments. Pleopods with small endopod bearing three small, hooked setae distomedially ; exopod large and flattened with c. 21 biplumose setae around distolateral margins.
Uropods uniramous extending ventral to telson, with 13 highly plumose setae around lateral and distal margins. Cutting edge of mandible with margin forming a broad central denticle;
two-segmented palp with 16 stout plumo-denticulate setae around terminal borders of distal segment.
